
 

disAbled Life Foundation is a coordination and advancement infrastructure that strengthens and catalyzes 
disability/accessibility innovation. 

Our core program, the Innovation Gateway, functions as the operating engine for the disability/accessibility 
innovation ecosystem, coordinating the necessary capital, partnerships, and strategic resources that vetted 
opportunities need to move from discovery to real-world impact. 

Since its 2023 founding, disAbled Life Foundation has executed $2 million in catalytic funding, cultivated over 
70 partnerships, and built a brand that continues to see increasing demand from innovators, funders, and 
institutional partners, all with a single operator on a total of $250,000. 

Demand now exceeds our capacity to perform. 

disAbled Life Foundation is raising $1 million to build the team, systems, and operating capacity required to 
source, evaluate, coordinate, and advance significantly more disability/accessibility innovation opportunities, 
turning a proven founder-led model into repeatable infrastructure. 

Executive Summary

Where Your Dollar Goes
Clear allocation across 3 core areas over 12 months.

$500k 50% Catalytic Grants to Gateway Innovators
Direct funding into vetted disability innovations, grants, pilots, validation studies, and research 
efforts for the purpose of de-risking innovations and moving them toward investment readiness.

$400k 40% Team & Operating Capacity
Hiring the team needed to source, evaluate, and advance innovation opportunities. 
Ends reliance on a single operator.

$100k 10% Systems, Operations & Travel
CRM, reporting, funder-facing materials, and travel to maintain partner 
and funder relationships.

$250k
Total Cost to Date  

single operator

30%
Global Population 

living with a disability 
worldwide

$2M 65+
Capital Deployed 

across grants and 
investments

Gateway Innovators 
companies, funds, 

research, nonprofits

$160k/$1M
Campaign committed  

to date

$1M Fundraising Campaign 
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disAbled Life Foundation is the entry point through which social and financial capital are received, coordinated, 
and deployed. The Innovation Gateway acts as the advancement engine, serving to identify, evaluate, diagnose, 
structure, and accelerate vetted opportunities across companies, nonprofits, research, and funds. 

For capital allocators (family offices, foundations, philanthropists and investors) disAbled Life Foundation 
supports a clear path between contribution and impact by providing trusted, pre-vetted deal flow across 
companies, nonprofits, research, and funds, with clarity on what type of capital each opportunity needs next. 

Philanthropic support enters through the Foundation and is deployed through three distinct pathways: 
charitable investments to eligible companies and funds; non-dilutive grants for research, pilots, validation, and 
nonprofits; and mission-aligned capacity support for Gateway infrastructure, team, and systems.

How It Works

The Innovation Gateway Today
Over 70 members spanning companies, nonprofits, funds, and research efforts

51 Companies

• AI-powered smart glasses 
for intellectual and vision 
impaired 

• 3D-printed prostheses 
• Patient education 

platforms 
• Wearable robotics 
• Assistive communication 

for the DeafBlind 
• Turnkey special needs trust 

platform 
• Magnetic adaptive apparel 

technology 
• Accessibility-first fitness 

apps 

… and 43 more

The Innovation Gateway: from discovery to real-world impact

FUNDERS 

Family Offices 
Foundations 

Philanthropists 
Investors

DEPLOYMENT 

Companies 
Nonprofits 
Research 

Funds

OUTCOMES 

Investment Readiness 
Capital Access 

Market Traction 
Real-World Impact

disAbled Life 
Foundation 

Receives & 
Coordinates 

Capital

Innovation 
Gateway 

Identifies 
Evaluates 
Structures 
Accelerates

Capital enters through the Foundation, is coordinated through the Innovation Gateway, and is deployed as 
catalytic support to strengthen and de-risk disability innovations as they move toward real-world impact.

10 Nonprofits 4 Funds 7 Research Efforts

• First-of-its-kind angel fund 
for disability innovation 

• MedTech & digital health 
venture fund 

• Seed-stage children's 
health fund 

• Public benefit venture fund

• Prosthetic & orthotic care 
advancement 

• Adaptive sports for youth & 
adults 

• Assistive technology 
accelerator 

• Autism accelerator & 
innovation hub 

• Inclusive adventure-based 
learning 

• Global disability inclusion 

… and 4 more

• Autism project at UCSF 
• Dartmouth Evergreen 

mental health project (AI) 

… and 5 more
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Proof of Concept

Leadership

Launched in 2023 and built on $250k with a single operator.

$2M Deployed Capital

70+ Vetted Partners

Surging Demand

$2 million in catalytic capital deployed across Gateway member organizations through grants, pilots, validation 
studies, and investment.

The Innovation Gateway now includes 41 companies, 9 nonprofits, 4 funds, and 7 research efforts advancing 
solutions for physical, mental, and developmental disabilities across the U.S.

Continuous and increasing demand from hundreds of innovators and funders seeking participation, support, and 
alignment through the system.

The system works. Demand is increasing. The primary constraint now is that demand exceeds our 
system’s current capacity to process and advance new opportunities.

Current Supporters & Recognition

Paul Kent
Former senior leader at Jefferies & Company and founder of Idlewood Capital Partners. Decades of financial 
expertise applied to building new models for social good. Following a life-changing bilateral amputation in 
2020, he channels his experience into driving meaningful change for the disability community.

Founder & Executive Director

Ben Chutz
Three-time founder with exits from Birdhouse Health (autism care coordination) and Unison (impact 
measurement for corporate responsibility). Father of a child with a disability. Fifteen years translating 
purpose-driven ideas into commercial infrastructure.

Growth Strategy & Operations
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Named to 2026 Forbes Accessibility 200 list

Private Family 
Foundations

Individual 
Donors



Why This Matters Now
disAbled Life Foundation’s immediate priority is standing up the infrastructure to convert existing momentum 
into repeatable outcomes. What we have built now produces more opportunity than current infrastructure 
can process, resulting in both a growing backlog of qualified opportunities and continued strain from the 
volume of new inbound activity. 

Lack of internal infrastructure creates drag across the system: missed opportunities, delayed partnerships, 
inconsistent tracking, and unnecessary friction. Additional capital builds the team and infrastructure needed 
for consistency, responsiveness, and scale.

The Opportunity Window
Traditional capital institutions largely overlook disability and accessibility innovation. disAbled Life 
Foundation is building the connective infrastructure to change that, by de-risking startups, opening 
capital pathways, and creating a first-mover position that compounds with every new partner, funder, 
and innovator.

BEFORE & AFTER FUNDING

AREA BEFORE FUNDING USE OF FUNDS AFTER FUNDING

Operating 
Capacity

Intake, tracking, follow-up, and 
coordination rely on one person 
and manual effort

Build team, process infrastructure, 
reporting, tracking, and execution 
support

Opportunities processed consistently, 
tracked clearly, advanced with greater 
speed and discipline

Catalytic 
Support

High-potential opportunities 
delayed or under-supported at 
key inflection points

Deployed into grants, pilots, 
validation, research, and strategic 
advancement

More opportunities reach validation, 
capital readiness, partnership 
readiness, and real-world deployment

12-MONTH MILESTONES

Q1   Hire core team  •  Launch CRM & pipeline infrastructure  •  Deploy first catalytic grants 
Q2   Expand Gateway sourcing  •  Begin structured funder reporting  •  Broker next wave of capital introductions 
Q3-Q4   Scale grant deployment  •  Demonstrate repeatable outcomes  •  Position for follow-on fundraise

Partner With Us
We are seeking partners who are committed to scaling a model that has already demonstrated proof 
of concept. Your contribution directly funds innovations serving the disability and accessibility 
community, and the infrastructure to deploy more capital, more consistently, into the organizations 
that need it most.

Paul Kent, Executive Director
pkent@disabledlifefoundation.org   |   (415) 706-0030
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